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eternal, like the extended with which it is concomitant and parallel; and as one extended thing only changes into another, so, along with it, does its idea only change into another, passing from mode to mode of its own attribute, without losing the character of an idea or soul. It is obvious, however, that if this immortality by metamorphosis of identity were all that is meant, it would be predicable, not of our soul in any distinctive sense, bu1 of the souls universally with which Spinoza endows the corporeal objects in the world.
I cannot persuade myself that he means to palm off this barren form upon his readers as a doctrine of human im mortality : I prefer to find in his words another meaning which they not only will bear, but plainly require, unless the verbs know and love are to be stripped of their prope: essence. We have already shown how the alleged parallel ism between extension and thinking has to give way ir favour of the latter, because, while each extended thing hai but a single companion in its idea, each idea is doubly at tended, apprehending at once both the extended thing anc also itself, the former as a mode of one attribute, the latte as a mode of the other. In virtue of this difference, th< soul knows, not only the particular phenomena of which i consists, and the particular bodily phenomena in corres pondence with them, but the common properties of all thesi phenomena in their respective kinds, i.e. extension itself a the essence of body, and thinking as the essence of soul in other words, God, in His cognisable attributes. To knoi is, in Spinoza's view, to be united with that which is known its cformal3 essence becomes 'objective' in our thoughl involving also love, as a satisfaction of the rational conatm together with the idea of its cause. Under the influence c these preconceptions, he sets up in the c Short Treatise' th bold principle, that if the object known and loved is eterna! so must be the soul that knows it: their intellectual unioi secures to them that common predicate. And this is'wha he means when he says that, ' in knowing and loving thin!